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THE DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL
GOD BEYOND WORDS
KATAPHATIC - GOD W ITHOUT IM AG ES OR WORDS
APOPHATIC - EXPERIENCING GOD IN DARKNESS, AS MOSES DIL
I Christ in the Darkness
William Dyrness
„Georges Rouault (1871-1958) was 
ione of the few modern artists whose 
|  work was clearly religious. But 
M  though he was a life-long Roman 
* ¿  Catholic, his work was anything but 
|fl[ Christian in the traditional sense.
Kg Too much of it seemed overly 
»gloom y and depressing. Indeed for 
[V  most of his life the Church resisted 
n  the darkness of his work—not until 
f  o the end of his life did he receive 
H  a church commission. But the 
I graphic art to be on exhibit at Fuller 
, 'Theological Seminary, done at the 
! height of the artist's powers, shows 
i how deeply the artist identified with
CONT PAGE FIVE »
Signs o f Terror
Nathan Warn
These pieces of poetry are 
fragments, artifacts of wonder, 
coaxed out from a world not 
fully systematized or explored.
The poetry below arose from my 
wrestling with the Torah over the 
past year while being overcome 
by both the text and God. I 
slowly began to see that God's 
involvement with Israel does not 
relieve the world of all its tensions or 
paradoxes, but offers perspective on 
the irresolutions and wonders that 
characterize human existence.The 
unfolding series seeks to sound the 
depths of the (un)resolved (orterror-
CONT PAGE TWO »
The Evolution o f the Shero 
Camille Tucker
Some people say we need heroes. 
And we've got 'em. James Bond, 
Jason Bourne and the like. But 
there's a new word in the African 
American community that kinda 
flips the switch—sheroes. According 
to the Urban Dictionary, a shero is 
someone who stands up for female 
rights, or embodies them.
For some reason, there seems to 
be a fascination with tough women 
onscreen, like the hype about the 
upcoming movie, Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo. It's about a man who 
enlists the hplp of a tattooed female
CONT PAGE SIX »
ASC Corner
Fuller Community,
The All-Seminary Council (ASC) 
would love to hear your ideas and 
concerns and take them to places 
where you can have an impact on 
our Fuller campus. Our Facebook 
and Twitter pages are accessible 
places for you to find out about our 
happenings and leave your own 
ideas or thoughts.




CONT PAGE SIX »




Are you living in a painful place 
right n o w -a  land of suffering? 
Are you tempted to put down 
your cross? To stop carrying it. 
To stop caring about it. Do you 




deeper pain. Was He tempted 
to put down His cross? Was He 
tempted to stop caring about 
it? Was He tempted to stop 
walking? I think that He was. 
And this thought comforts me.
Scripture says that Jesus was 







full) dynamics of life in Israel's history and in the world on 
Yahweh's terms. The Torah-shaped life creates and resolves 
problems; not all questions are answered and not all answers 
exhaust the questions.
Signs o f terror, signs o f prom ise
Warm body, pressed against cool, desert earth,
earthbound eyes cast up,
peering like binoculars
focused on the overwhelming expanse of
unbounded stars.
The heavens were brought close to the desert floor 
in night's descent and the light's reappearance, 
a light unfathomed by human minds: 
produced amidst the darkness, 
vision visible amidst the dimness, 
the promising Cod amidst the unknown.
In the land of our suffering, 
we're tired. We're hurting. 
We're tempted to simply stop 
walking. Faith becomes harder 
to shoulder in the land.
I imagine Jesus on the way 
to Golgotha, the Place of 
the Skull, where He would 
be crucified. I imagine Jesus 
walking through the land of 
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Snow
Catatonic-like, Abra(ha)m is pinned to the ground,
eyes swallowing whole
the terror of the cosmos
the expanse that nears to overwhelm
even as night overwhelms the sun's light
showing by negation God's superabundance
his promises beyond human proportion
all that can be done is gawk, choke,
and pull close to the heart the
awe-full wonder herein taking place.
II
Infinite, piercing o f the stars 
awake in Abram the terror 
produced by a cosmos revealed, 
drawing near to an earthbound man 
and the possibility o f infinite gain 
produced by such an expansive analogy.
But Abram cannot stay awake 
before the impending darkness 
that intensifies the cosmos 
awakens its possibility
and from  the darkness comes the burning bush 
processing between the undoing o f death, 
processing through the unsettling o f death.
To stay awake would be to be consumed 
and instead hear the promise and trust 
to be unsettled to the point o f madness 
in the fiery  presence and the crushing cosmos 
some promises given too directly crush life 
we need to be brought in by measured doses.
Ill
You have hemmed us in the cosmos
above us, below us, to our right and left
at times we thought the cosmos was only above,
then we discovered that this cosmos
that sings its glorious God-song
surrounds and enfolds this world o f ours.
PAGE W O
IV
The stars carry our story.
Deep story extending beyond history
to the ends o f a sea unfathomed by human anchor,
shores untrod by foot bared or rubber-soled.
The stars bury our darkness.
Deep dark kept at bay 
by the story embedded in the night sky, 
story wed to the stars in a marriage of fullness, 
where stars sign fo r promised land and fam e 
begin to reveal the unspoken but seen glory 
that captures human will and wakes heart 
to a peopled destiny.
by Nathan Warn
Nathan Warn is 2nd year MAT, theological studies 
emphasis; vocation eludes him but what doesn't is 
this persistent sense that a theology of wonder is 
needed to energize the human heart to be formed 
in theological education.
DISCLAIMER: This piece was written fo r a 
small collection of writers who meet weekly to 
discuss and workshop the art of prose, poetry, 
fiction, and nonfiction. Please be aware 
that its content is rather jarring, and while 
addressing difficult issues is necessary, the 
goal of this selection is not controversy but 
instead shedding light on hidden suffering.
Most of the time, I'm happy. The majority of 
me, anyway. I've never thought to myself, 
"Brilliant! I've made it! Sunshine and ponycorns 
forever!" But pound-for-pound, I'm a fairly 
content fella.
There is another, deeper side of me that is sad. 
Rarely seen, perhaps a flash at 3 a.m. after a 
carafe of Chilean wine and a rousing game of 
Body Boggle. As my home empties, a great 
weight settles, like a low tide sinking into my 
chest.
I was working tornado relief in Greensburg, 
hauling twisted steel beams and destroying or 
restoring shredded homes, as necessary, with a 
hammer and a smile. The man who ran our skid 
loader once worked as a border patrol officer. 
He told me that drug-runners kill small girls, 
gut them, then sew bricks of drugs into their 
corpses, positioning them as though they are 
sleeping in the back seat. This has worked for a 
longtime.
Today in Thailand several hundred women will 
begin to be raped for 24 hours straight until 
they are numbed into useful sex slaves. There is
G E T happy 
PART TWO
I am selfish when I daydream.
A house of trees, cut and cured with my own 
hands. Assiduously aligned fresh-quarried stone. 
A long winter's work of thawing, freezing, 
gathering, ferrying, stacking.
Fashioning thin wooden rectangles, shingling 
layer over layer, outlining home-brew 
photovoltaics. Moonshine mechanics.
a lot of blood involved. It's the only way to feed 
a hungry market-hunger that, when fed, only 
becomes hungrier.
There is an elite corps of AIDS victims in New 
York who throw legendary parties in high-class 
flats. Their orgies are famous for their almost 
religious level of sexual gratification, every 
fantasy at your fingertips. There are some who 
try hard to get AIDS so they can attend.
AYale University art student opened a new 
exhibit. She artificially inseminated herself 
often, then used pills to induce miscarriages. 
She scooped the fetuses out of the toilet 
and cut them apart slowly, constructing her 
displays. The exhibition also featured videos of 
her forced miscarriages and jars of blood that 
she collected.
What would make me truly happy? Death. To 
find myself without breath. To melt into the 
ground at the end of the day, and never return.
But I'm not dead, though reckless attempts 
at epinephrine and unexpected biological 
pathologies have given it a hearty go.
So, then, how can I be happy? How can I be 
happy here and now, in this exact, present 
moment? Not just content or satisfied, but 
immersed in a deep peace that saturates every 
breath?
Here is my dream...
[cont...]
An icebox that drops into the roaring, water­
wheeled rill. Engineered harmony.
From across the pond, squiggling smoke-lines 
meander from twin chimneys, tracing scars across 
the sky, and I smell fresh stems as I touch the 
shore.
A small fox approaches as I leave the boat. We 
play.
My wife's eyes.
Yes, I would be happy here.
Peaks and petals and fresh-tilled earth. Rushing 
falls and laughter. Waking to tousled black hair 
and watching her lips shape the words "what are 
we going to do today?"
As the world bums.
But it would reach us. A paradise of empty 
contentment, counterfeit peace, slivers of dread 
that would disease heaven.
So.
So I bring heaven here. To hell. An inch at a time, 
[cont..]
by Snow
Selection news references may be found at 
snowtone.org/references. Matthew Schuler is a 
2nd year MDiv, addiction recovery emphasis.
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Se e in g  c h r is t  in
HE DA RKNESS: 
OU AULT AS A 
RAPHIC ARTIST
by William Dyrness
«CO N T FROM PAGE ONE
peoples' sufferings and, indeed, 
discerned within this darkness 
the saving presence of Christ.
I t  is appropriate that the focus 
of this exhibit is on Rouault as 
printmaker, for it was specially 
in his graphic work that his 
religious vision took shape. The 
major portion of the exhibit 
is from his Miserere series, 
which he began during the 
somber days of World War I 
and finished by 1927. He first 
drew the images in India ink, 
and later reproduced them 
as engravings, reworking the 
plates over the years—digging 
deeper with emery paper 
or file, until the series of 58 
plates was finally published 
in a limited edition in 1948. 
(Mechanically reproduced 
versions began to appear soon 
afterward, beginning in Paris 
in 1950 and soon in many other 
countries.) During much of this 
time he was also working on 
the prints that finally appeared 
in another important series, the 
Passion, published byAmbroise 
Vollard in 1939, with short 
accompanying texts by Andrés 
Suarés. During the 1920's in 
fact he was almost exclusively
engaged with his printmaking, 
rarely exhibiting his work.
" P o n d e r i n g  
w it h  his  
e y e s . "
How is it that Rouault came 
to this anguished view of the 
human situation? And how 
was he able to discover there 
the hope of salvation? Rouault 
had a small window in his Paris 
studio where he would stand 
to watch the unfolding human 
drama on the streets below. 
Even these glimpses from his 
apartment and the explorations 
during his limited travel, moved 
him deeply. "One is never 
finished seeing and watching," 
he would say. "Our eyes are the 
door of the spirit and the light 
of the mind." He was always 
on the look out for some new 
range of human experience.
As Rouault wrote to his friend 
Andrés Suarés, who worked 
with him on the Passion series, 
"An ever more loving and 
precise observation of nature
will bring me to a more vibrant 
art..:lt is impossible for me to 
isolate myself from the events 
of the day." The walks he took 
while on vacation with his 
friend Claude Roulet consisted 
of long minutes staring into 
shop windows, and prolonged 
pauses as he stopped to 
pick up some object on the 
street. Roulet wrote in the 
introduction to his reflections 
on the artist: "Rouault was one 
of the real 'spiritualist' painters 
of his time, who thought with 
his hands and in the material, 
pondering with his eyes."
But the key to his faith, and a 
major theme of this exhibition, 
is the hope he was able to find 
in the suffering that he saw 
around him. In a 1939 article 
he reflected on the desperate 
situation in which so many 
people live, what he called the 
"Old District of Unending Pain." 
But, given this suffering, why 
do we not despair? Because, 
Rouault wrote: "Deep down 
inside the most unfriendly, 
unpleasant and impure 
creature, Jesus dwells." Here 
I believe is the key to his faith 
and also the source of the
evident power of his work: in 
the deepest suffering Jesus is 
present. Let me show how this 
theme is developed through 
the work of this exhibit.
In a 1939 article where he 
situated Jesus among the poor, 
Rouault wrote these lines:
His friends were 
fishermen
Understood in the 
best sense;
Clearly he could do 
no other.
In taking on our 
suffering,
Than going where it 
was m ost severe.
Calvin writes in words Rouault 
would affirm: "In Christ we 
receive the fullness of God. The 
believing soul recognizes the 
presence of God indubitably 
and, as one may say, touches 
him with his hand." ■
PAGE FIVE
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hacker, Lisbeth (newcomer Rooney
Mara), to solve a 40 year-old murder.
And she is tough. She wears all black, 
beats down guys, speeds on motorcycles, 
and has serious pyro skills. A bad girl, 
recruited to work on the "right side of the 
law."
But the fascination is not new. It seemed 
to start with 1990's La Femme Nikita, 
about drugged out street punk recruited 
by the French secret service to work... 
you guessed it, on the "right side of the 
law." Since then, we've had TV shows 
like "Xena: Warrior Princess," "Buffy" and 
“Alias," and the blockbuster franchises 
Underworld and Tomb Raider.
While I love seeing women in non- 
traditional roles, I question if the sheroes 
onscreen are representative of female 
rights. I always cringed at the Foxy Brown 
poster because this buxom, Magnum 
.45-toting diva seemed to define African
American women as overly sexualized, 
smart-mouthed and empty-headed. Just 
slap a "killjoy" label on my head.
While wrestling with the idea of sheroes,
I read an online survey that had Sarah 
Conner of Terminator and Ellen Ripley 
of Aliens ranked in the top three of 
female action characters of all time. I 
had an "aha" moment when I realized 
that behind both of these characters 
is a woman. That woman is Gale Anne 
Hurd, former wife of the director of 
both movies, James Cameron. Although 
Cameron got the writing credits, in 
industry circles it is well known that Gale 
helped create these smart, strong, soulful 
sheroes.
Unlike many onscreen toughies, Sarah 
Conner and Ripley possess inner spiritual 
strength. Each is willing to die for the 
child they want to save, and they 
transform our ideas about motherhood,
1 --------- —--------------------
«CO N T FROM PAGE ONE
leadership and the sanctity of human 
life. For me, this is what makes them 
sheroes.
Despite my rumblings, I'll be one of the 
first wading through long lines to see 
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. And my hope 
is that I leave the movie with a sense of 
Lisbeth's inner strength and not just her 
ability to kick and fight. In the meantime, 
note to all women writers out there: 
consider the shero. She waits patiently 
to be seen on the pages of your poems, 
essays, short stories and screenplays.
And for you guys out there, that doesn't 
exclude you. As long as you heed the 
advice of Van Wyck Brooks who said, "No 
man should ever publish...until he has first 
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WomenGender@fuller. edu
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Minorities: John Burton Jr. (3rd
year MDiv) is responsible for 
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will improve understanding 
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Vice Presidentfor International 
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UPNEXl
S P E C IA L  CHAPEL
David Beckmann, President of Bread for the 
World, will speak at a special chapel service 
on Tuesday, October 19 at 10 a.m. in Travis: 
Auditorium. The service is co-sponsored by the! 
Hispanic Studies and Pastoral Leadership Center' 
at Fuller Seminary and Bread for the World. 
David will be available after the service to chat 
with students and sign books. Copies of his book, j 
Exodus from  Hunger: We are Called to Change the 
Politics o f Hunger, will be available for purchase. I
P EA C E  & JU ST IC E  
ADVOCATES (PJA}\
Meeting: Mon Oct 11,10-11 am, the Garth.1
PJA FAIR TRA D E  FILM 
SC R EEN IN G j
Friday Oct 15,7:30 pm, Travis Auditorium j 
Members from “FairTrade Pasadena" will be: 
screening a film on the chocolate trade, and will j 
share about alternative FairTrade options for j 























F R E E  C O U N S E L IN G !
For a limited time the Fuller School of Psychology is 
offering 10-12 free individual therapy sessions on a 
first-come, first-serve basis for qualified adults. PhD 
students, under the supervision of a mental health 
professional, provide therapy. Ideal for relationship 
issues, life transitions, personal growth, stress, 
sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues.
For more info, contact the School of Psychology at 
626.204.2009 to set up an intake appointment.
S U P P O R T
All student wives are invited to join SUPPORT, the 
Bible study, prayer and fellowship group just for you!
We have two distinct meeting times, so choose the 
one that is best for you or come try both.
1) Wednesday Mornings, 9-iiam  
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rd floor (corner of 
Colorado Blvd and Madison Ave). Childcare provided 
for children 0-5 years.
2) Thursday Evenings, 7-9pm 
Chang Commons (Fuller housing complex on N 
Madison), Theme Room 2 (enter from Oakland side, 
through the tot lot). No childcare provided.
M IN ISTRY  E N R IC H M E N T  
S E M IN A R S
For more information on these events contact 
Alejandra Bias, 626.584.5387, fielded@fuller.edu
CP E DAY A T  FULLER
Panel of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Students 
and Supervisors at 626.584.5498.
Wed, Oct 20, from 11am - 1pm 
Payton Hall 101
Join us for a panel discussion with students who 
have recently completed a CPE experience in 
hospital chaplaincy. Talk one-on-one with local CPE 
supervisors and learn about the CPE hospital sites 
and programs. Lunch will be provided.
A D V ER TS
G REA T  ROO M
$750 Private Bedroom/Bathroom in nice home of retired pastor and 
teacher; utilities included, furnished, kitchen, washer/dryer, wireless 
internet, DirectTV, beautiful-quiet neighborhood, easy safe parking, 
7.5 miles from Fuller, pool, much more! Contact Bill or Karlene 
Cunningham, 818.790.6084, wmc@earthlink.net, 4348 Hayman Ave, 
La Canada Flintridge, CA 91101. FTS only.
HIR IN G  PART-TIME SA LES  ASSO C IA TE
Therapy Clothing. Build relationships, open/close store, assist buyer, 
maintain facebook/blog, steam/tag new merchandise, maintain clean 
environment, re-merchandise weekly. Part time hours. Weekends/ 
weekdays. Competitive wage/ clothing discount/ eligible for clothing 
allowances. Must be honest, driven, self motivated. Must be able to 
work during holiday season. GREAT ATTITUDE IS A MUST!!! Please 
bring resume to Beth Mon-Fri ioam-5pm, 316 E Colorado Blvd, 
Pasadena, CA 91101,626.568.9905.
A TTE N T IO N  LA W YERS
The Christian Legal Society meets monthly at the University Club 
(across from the Pasadena Campus). Contact rrowland@fuller.edu for 
details.
LEGAL ISSU ES IN  CH U R CH  CO UN SELIN G  
Mr. Dennis Kasper 
Thurs, Oct 21, 2010,3pm - 5pm 
Geneva Room
Your counseling work can expose you and your 
churches to very significant liability. This seminar 
will explore how liability arises, and in particular, the 
exposure to liability arising from sexual misconduct 
during counseling, the rules for handling confidential 
information, when to report child abuse and other 
reporting obligations. We will talk about the use 
of liability and medical release forms, and perhaps 
insurance. Finally, we will discuss some practical 
steps to address a crisis in the church, such as a 
child abuse allegation, when one arises. Qualifies as 
Ministry Enrichment Seminar.
A L U M N I  COUNCIL  
C O N F E R E N C E
A special invitation to SOP students!
SOP Continuing Education Seminar 
Oct 30,11:30 am -12:45 pm, in Payton 101
Come have lunch and conversation with SOP alumni 
and take opportunity to ask alums what life is really 
like post graduation! Following lunch, there is a 
continuing education seminar to which SOP students 
are also invited. The workshop will be led by Dr. 
Gerald Corey who will be speaking on "Challenges 
Facing Group Therapy Leaders: Understanding and 
Working with Difficult Group Behaviors." This takes 
place from 1 - 5:30 pm inTravis Auditorium. There is 
no cost for students, but reservations must be made 
ahead of time. Limited spaces available.
Cost: $10.00 per person. RSVP to bert@fuller.edu 
or call the Office of 
Alumni and Church 
Relations
"W HA T  SE M IN A R Y  N E V E R  
TAUGHT M E . . . '
An Asian American Panel Discussion, 7 pm, Thurs Oct 
21, Geneva Room (2nd Floor Payton)....
Hosted byAATF.
3 Fuller Alumni (Korean American, Chinese American 
and Japanese American) will share their pastoral 
experiences and what they wished they knew before 
leaving Fuller. Contact aatf.fuller@gmaH.com.
Qualifies as Ministry Enrichment Seminar.
C O N V ERSA T IO N S  
ON TH EO LO G Y A N D  
F ILM :  F I LM M A K IN G  AS  
C O M M U N ITY
Friday, October 22, 2010,1pm - 2:30pm 
Travis Auditorium
Join us as we host a conversation with Director 
Lauralee Farrer and actorTony Hale from the 
upcoming feature film NotThat Funny. Lauralee and 
Tony will be sharing with us what it means to work on 
a set that in which the cast and crew work diligently 
to make a film all the while striving to work out what 
it means to foster community. How does one live out 
their faith in such a dynamic and frequently charged 
environment? What does it look like to honor the 
whole community - cast, crew, extras, family - in 
balance with honoring the individual?
YO U R  
SOUND 
IS 43%
O F YO U R  
IMAGE.
REM EM BERED 
5 %  OF 
TH E WORDS.
Make stage fright 
your friend. No more tired 
throat. Proper breathing. 
Vocal strength. Range 
increased. Discovering 
resonating chambers.
Become more powerful and confident in your sound.
Marty Carmack^- Sound Engineer
Who comes with a background as a newscaster for NBC 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Her voice has been “hired” for 
commercials by Chevrolet, Glamorine, Circle K, and others. 
She was fortunate to study under Judy Davis, PhD, the vocal 
coach Frank Sinatra turned to when he faced the diagnosis of 
loosing his voice. He bought out six months of her time. We 
now listen to the success of those months. Other well-known 
students: Barbra Streisand, Peter Paul & Mary, The 
Smothers Brothers, to name a few.
6 2 6  5 8 4  6 4 0 3  for pricing and details.
OCTOBER 13
10:00-10:55A
PSALM 66: COME AND LISTEN  
with the FULLER VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
T R A V I S  A U D I T O R I U M
